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FALLS CREEK PUBLIC SCHOOL

TALKABOUT

Phone: 4447 8243 Fax: 4447 8023

L

Term 4 - Week 7 Wednesday 25 November 2020

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

The Department of Education has released a NSW School Updates app that will allow you to receive
updates on the operational status of our school as we move further into bush fire season. We will
continue to communicate with you about school closure via the current channels (phone, FaceBook and
Skoolbag) as well.

https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/nsw-school-updates-app?utm_source=ref&utm_medium=staff-
portal&utm_campaign=schoolupdatesapp&utm_term=pop-up-school

Freaky Friday mufti day raised over $100 towards the Year 6 Farewell. Thank you for your generosity, it is
greatly appreciated.

Cicada-mania is sweeping the school! The students are enthralled with the cicadas, they have been
watching them hatch, collecting the shells and learning about the life cycle. Deklan and May earned a
Principal's award for their excellent information reports. See the following page for more photos.



https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/nsw-school-updates-app?utm_source=ref&utm_medium=staff-portal&utm_campaign=schoolupdatesapp&utm_term=pop-up-school
https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/nsw-school-updates-app?utm_source=ref&utm_medium=staff-portal&utm_campaign=schoolupdatesapp&utm_term=pop-up-school
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CLASS AWARDS

Week 6 Week 7

Week 6 Week 7
Deklan, Amber, Eli, Jackson and Addi May, Courtney, Elii, Elira and Zai (absent)

BIRTHDAY CERTIFICATES

Tiawananga, Abi & Lexie BRONZE AWARD Lexie




K/2 BLUE

K-1-2 Blue have been going cicada crazy. We have been JRSE &
learning about the life cycle of cicadas and have been !LQ?
producing some amazing writing which will be coming aSE s
home soon. -

Maple brought her goat Lollies in for news last week. The class enjoyed learning about goats and taking
turns to feed her.
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What works best:
2020 update

Overview for parents and carers of primary and
secondary school students
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1. High expectations

n best when teachers have high
ng high expectations means
vk hard to gz udents' interest
grage t hc*rT to kearn new things, provide hel
ad it, are clear and consistent about how th
want students to behawve and learn, and vary the way
they teach to meet students’ neads.

when

Check in with your child

=  For primarny school students: Oid you try
soimething mew today? What was it? How did
you go? How do you feel when you're learning
sodmething mew?
For secondary school students: When you
are asked to do something in class, how do

you know what standard of work the teacher
expacts?

education.nsw.gov.au

2. Explicit teaching

Students kearn best when t
when keaming something new. Explicit teaching
irmohwes ars clearly explaining to

are g something, how it connects
achy know, whis al ht*} EXE

yChing is explicit, especially

succesded.

Check in with your child

*  For primany and secondary school students: Tell
mea about something you learnt today. Did you
find it easy to leam, or did you need to ask a few
questions? How could you tell when you ‘got it'?

3. Effective feedback

about w i
happen to improve in future

Check in with your child

=  For primarny and secondarny school students:
When you're learning something new, how
do you know if you're on the right track? How
do you know what you can do to improve next
time?
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4. Use of data to inform practice

Students lez
where studen
what to teach next. Data is a
helps teachers to do this. Dat
ces, including class quizzes,
ar questions, sample
formal exams

d to plan
ny form of information that
a can come from a range
student answers
tudents' work and

5. Assessment

St J'.|l: nts learn best when teachers use high guality

rment refers to the range of activities

to in their kea

exams and surveys, as well as more informal ac

5 asking students gquestions and evaluating
samples of their work

Check in with your child

=  For primary school students: How do you show
your teacher what you know and what you can
do?

For secondary school students: Your teacher
needs to understand where you are up toin
your learming, so that they know what to teach
next. How do you show your teacher what you
ko and what you can do?

6. Classroom management

St J'.|II nts -Ahu:*n teachers mana get hm

Check in with your child

=  For primary school students: Are there rules
or expactations you need to follow in your
classroom? Can you tell me a few? What
happens when you work hard to follow them?
What happens if you don't follow them?

For secondary school students: Does your
school have school or classroom rules or
expectations? Can you name a few? What
happens when students follow them? What
happens if students don't follow therm?

education.nsw.gov.au

7. Wellbeing

Students kearn be n they have a high level of
wellbeing. Student g is a broad term that
good mental, physical and emnotional health,
g supported in learning, building healthy
relationships and having a strong sense of meaning and
purpose. Teachers can support students" weallbaing by:

*  Creat i['ll;] a safe environrment

* helping students to feel that they belong
= valuing theair opinions and persp
=  encouraging them to be interested in learming
*  helping them to manage their emotions
helping them to develop positive relationships with
achers and other students.

Check in with your child

*  For primarny and secondary school students:
How do you feel about school at the momeant?
Are there things that you find hard or
challenging? Do you know what to do or who
you can speak to if you're having a bad day or
hawe a problam? Does someone look out for
you at school?
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8. Collaboration

Students learn best when teachers collaborate.
Collaboration involees teachers working togethear with
ther teachers and experts from cutside the school to

improwve thair teaching. Effective collaboration i likely

to includa teachers planning lessons and teachir
programs together, observing each other’s lessons
i g and thinking about

giving feedback, and discuss
issues ralabad bo their work.

For example ...
High expectations at Aldavilla Public School

Abdavilla Public School attributs wch of its
sUCCess in improving cutcomes for students to

a focus on high expectations. The students are
constantly reminded that they can be whatewver
they want to be. Oneway that high expectations
are encouraged at Aldavilla Public School is
through setting goals. Students are expected

to be working towards leaming goals that are
achievable, and staff are constantly encouraging
students to push themsehes to reach their

next goal.

Thie school also encourages high expectations

by taking a whole-school approach. For

example, every class follows exactly the same
behaviour management system. Student-teacher
relationships are also a priority. All teachers make
an effort toget to know students and show that
they care about them. This can be achieved by
doing things as simple as asking what students
did on the weekend, or knowing whio a student’s
brothers and sisters are.

education.nsw.gov.au

For example ...

Use of data to inform practice at Concord
High School

Thie mathematics faculty at Concord High School
studies their HEC data each year and uses the
results to plan their teaching programs in Years
T-1. The head teacher of mathematics explains:
"We hawve a really good look at the questions
students got wrong and we try to re-program
based on things that the kids have got wrong.
For example, our students were struggling with
‘significant figures’ in the H5C so we've now
nt figures into Year 7. That means

hawve six years where they can see that they
can round to significant figures, and now it hasn't
been an issue”

Sometimes the re-programming invohees
changing the order of topics during the year so
that students have more opportunities o apphy
their knowledge and understanding of these

ncepts throughout the The head teacher
of mathematics continues: "Our students were
doing really badhy with probability. We had a look
at our programs and probability was something
wewere doing at the end of every year, so we've
mioved it around a litde bit so they are seeing it
earlier in some years.”

GOVERMMENT




